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Photography, Nelson Mandela blows out candles as he celebrates his birthday in Johannesburg on Sunday. Mandela, who
-ned 92 years qld on Sunday and is largely retired from public life, spent the day with his family. (AP photo) Sce story on page 12

ension system up for
first review since reform

NOEL GRIMA

Over the coming months. the pen-
sion reform put in place in 2006.
will be having its first five-vearly
review.

A conference organised vester-
day by PKF Malta at the Westin
Dragonara got all constituted bod-

ies and opinion makers to discuss
the issue, which has been rendered
all the more urgent with the eco-
nomic crisis.

First, with a sense of compla-
cency, a look at what has been
achieved.

Speaking instead of Minister
Dolores Cristina, parliamentary

assistant Stephen Spiter1 under-
lined the main thrusts of the 2006
reform:

The Government launched the
White Paper - ‘Pensions
Adequate and  Sustainable:
Reforms Needed Now to Ensure
Adequate  and  Sustainable

Pensions for Future Generations’

with the Noveinber 2004 Budget’.
A long consultation process fol-
lowed the launch of the reform
which saw the Government
tabling legislation for reform,in
the summer of 2006 - subse-
quently enacted in late 2006.

Continues on page 8§
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Pensioners
forking out
€519 a

month on
indispensable

Multiple

Sclerosis
tablets

SCOTT GRECH

Pensioners and those on invalid-
ity benefits still have to pav us
much as €519 every four weeks
for a box of tablets which treat
the negative effects of Multipie
Sclerosis (MS), because the drug
is not being made available for
free from Mater Dei hospital. The
drug is, however, available for
free 10 people who suffer from
epilepsy and trigeminal neural-
gia, the government confirmed.

Last month, Labour Party MP
Charles Buhagiar asked a parlia-
mentary question to Health
Minister Joseph Cassar on why
Pregabiline (Lyrica®) tablets,
which are indispensable to all
those diagnosed with MS, are not
being given out for free after a
woman pensioner had
approached him complaining that
spending €519 for the tablets
each month is leaving her strug-
gling to afford even the most
basic essential needs.

MS is an autoimmune disease
in which the body. through its
immune system, launches a
defensive attack against its own
tissues. While the vast majority
of patients are mildly affected, in
some cases MS can render a per-
son unable to write, speak or
walk.
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